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66 LUCAS ROAD — POTENTIAL HERITAGE ITEM ASSESSMENT

The property at 66 Lucas Road, Burwood was referred for investigation into its heritage potential on the
basis of its high degree of original fabric as a Federation Arts and Craft dwelling. The property is situated
on the north-eastern corner of Lucas Road and Princes Street. It is a single storey dwelling situated
within a landscaped garden setting.

DOCUMENTARY EVIDENCE

(a) Land Title Searches

The legal description of the land is Lot A in DP 102922, being part of Portion 246 of the original Crown Grant
issued to Thomas Rowley on 9 August 1803.

Title search records indicate Volume 9948, Folio 197 as the current Certificate of Title in which Helen
Stewart Rankin and Marie Stewart Rankin are listed as ‘tenants in common’ in the First Schedule. The
Second Schedule contains one Notification.

The historical Land Title Searches for 66 Lucas Road are summarised as follows:

16 May 166

12 March 1965

{(Attachment 1)

Helen Stewart Rankin
and Marie Stewart
Rankin both of
Burwood, Spinsters, as
tenants in common in
equal shares

Stlves-married
weman

Helen Stewart Rankin,
of Burwood, Spinster

Marie Stewart Rankin,
of Burwood, Spinster

Cancelled One third
share in Lot A in DP 102922

Cancelled

Vol 9948 Fol 197

Vol 9948 Fol 197A

Vol 9948 Fol 197B

Vol 9948 Fol 197C

11 February 1965

Public Trustee

17 December 1964

Joan Browne Fairlie,

Helen Stewart Rankin,
Marie Stewart Rankin,
Marie Stewart Rankin
as tenants in common

Transfer

16 May 1962

(Attachment 2)

Stewart Leslie Rankin
of Burwood Sales
representative

Undivided fourth
share

Vol 8364 Fol 177

13 April 1933

Florence Emily
Fetherston wife of
Daniel Fetherston of

Transfer 10 October
1934 from Florence
Emily Fetherston to

CT issued Vol 4570 Fol
232 - Being Lot Ain DP
102922 (now 66 Lucas




(Attachment 3)

Burwood, Cutter

jean Graham Rankin
wife of Stewart
Rankin.

Mortgage to
Australian Mutual
Provident Society 15
October 1934
Stewart Leslie Rankin,
Marie Stewart Rankin,
Helen Stewart Rankin
and Joan Browne
Fairlie now Registered
proprietors of the land
within, described as
tenants in common
20 March 1962

Road)

7 May 1928 From Florence Emily Transfer CT issued Vol 157 Fol
Fetherston to Lucius 232 —(Being Lot B in
Edward Dorling. DP 102922)
Produced 10 May Now 3 Princes Street

(Attachment 4) 1928 and entered 20
June 1928

6 May 1922 Florence Emily Cancelled Vol 3309 Fol 249
Fetherston wife of

(Attachment 5) Daniel Fetherston

In April 1928 the land to the rear of the subject property was subdivided creating Lots A and B in
Deposited Plan 10222 (Attachment 3). The footprint of the current house is marked out on the
subdivision plan and appears to be unchanged. Helen Stewart Rankin and Marie Stewart Rankin
occupied the house from 1962. Their names still appear on the Title Deeds for now.

(b) Sands Directory Searches
YEAR RANGE
1910-1905 Lucas Road (East side) -
1910-1919 Lucas Road (East side) -
1920-1924 No numbers given for Fetherston, William
Lucas Road
1925-1929 52 Lucas Road (East side) Fetherston, William
1930-1933 52 Lucas Road (East side) Fetherston, William
{c) Water Board Maps — Historic Plans: 1891- 1894
Map Reference Council Area Comment
Sheet 34 BURWOOD The map indicates a dwelling on the
parcel of land that corresponds with Lot
(Attachment 6) 27 of Section T of the Cheltenham
Estate




(d) Burwood Council Records

Burwood Council’s property Microfilm contains building and construction data in the period between
1925 and 1979. There is no Property Microfilm for the subject property. The Development
Application Registers identified in Books 1-4 show no entries for the subject property. Development
Applications after 1979 indicate a single record as follows:

Development Application No Proposal Determination
BD.2005.043 Construction of a garage Approved 14 March
2005

The proposal involved the demolition of a previous structure and its replacement with the
construction of a ‘new’ garage to the rear of the site. Evidence of there being an earlier garage
structure is in the hand drawing dated 26 March 1928 seeking approval of subdivision of Lot 27 of
Section T of the Cheltenham Estate (Attachment 5).

The building and licensing records for the corresponding period are currently unavailable until June
2016 as the information is being digitised.

(e) Burwood Library

Burwood Heritage Study

By the turn of the twentieth century, Burwood’s street pattern was well established in terms of its
present day pattern.
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Source: Burwood Heritage Study

PHYSICAL EVIDENCE

A site inspection of the exterior and interior of 66 Lucas Road was carried out on 6 April 2016. A
photographic record is provided in Attachment 7. The house is currently vacant and was recently on




the market for sale and the ‘For Sale’ sign indicates it has been sold. Access to the property was
facilitated by the real estate agents Rich & Olivia who are currently managing the property. The
plaque at the front entrance refers to the name of the house as “Swordwell”.

The existing dwelling is an intact Federation Arts and Crafts style dwelling. It contains many original
exterior and interior features that are typically characteristic of this period.

The design of the house has a prominent gable to each of its streets frontages giving the house
balance and symmetry, although each of the facades are typicaily asymmetrical. The terracotta roof
has decorative roof elements such as the ridges. The tall chimneys are also typical of The Arts and
Crafts period to 1915. The landmark qualities of the corner lot are understated by the sighting of the
building away from the street and as part of its landscaped character which creates a ‘picturesque’
garden setting for the house. The verandah exhibits fretted woodwork. The timber casement
windows have Art Nouveau inspired lead-lights and windows with double hung sashes are to the
rear. The house has a formal entry porch with a decorative front door. The leadlight sidelight is only
on one side of the entry door and there is a fanlight window above. The secondary front door is
decorative but less formal than the main entrance. The main house is constructed using dichromatic
face brick.

To the rear of the garden, there is a free standing garage with a driveway access from Princes Street.
It was constructed some 11 years ago (reference BD.2005.043).

The house has a typical plan shape with a corridor running from the front door past the living rooms
and bedrooms to the kitchen, bathroom and laundry at the rear. The house is intact internally and
exhibits original details such as decorative plaster ceilings and cornices, profiled timber skirtings,
architraves. The main front room is separated with decorative timber work and there are highlights
over all the doors (photo images 18-21). The interior features original details such as decorative
plaster ceilings and cornices. The kitchen and laundry area are in their original early twentieth
century state. Most of the joinery is still in working order but some repairs are necessary.

The property has a high degree of intactness expressed in the degree of original fabric both internally
and externally and a high degree of architectural integrity. Only one of the rooms, being the second
bedroom (see photos 27-29), indicates some obvious need for repair where the plaster and wall
paper are damaged. The quality and integrity of the joinery is of a high standard in the front rooms
but exhibits greater wear and tear in the kitchen, laundry and back room.

The rapid growth in housing and its construction during the turn of the 20™ Century, adopted the
Federation Arts and Crafts influences of the time. The subject property is a representative example of
this phase of historical growth through the process of land sub-division and the Federation Arts and
Crafts architectural style. The development overlay depicts the improvement in public transport that
accelerated Burwood’s suburban expansion in the early part of the twentieth century. The house is a
typical example of Burwood'’s pattern of the cultural history and housing development.



ASSESSMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Criteria (a) An item is important in the course, or pattern of the local area’s cultural or natural history
(local significance).

DISCUSSION

The early subdivision plans (Attachment 5) refer to the house as “Kareela”. The house itself is a
representative example of the historical process of land subdivision activity within the Burwood area
in response to the increase in population and improvements in public transport at the time. The Arts
and Crafts expression of the building is typical of the period that influenced housing development in
Burwood between 1890 and 1915).

ASSESSMENT
Guidelines for INCLUSION Guidelines for EXCLUSION
e shows evidence of a significant NO e has incidental or unsubstantiated NO
human activity connections with historically
important activities processes
e s associated with a significant YES e provides evidence of activities or NO
activity or historical phase processes that are of dubious
historical importance
e maintains or shows the continuity | NO e has been so altered that it can no NO
of a historical process or activity longer provide evidence of a
particular association
OUTCOME

The property meets the above criteria as it is a significant example of Burwood'’s pattern of cultural
history in the area.

Criteria (b) An item has strong or special association with the life or works of a person, or group of
persons of importance in the cultural or natural history of the local area (local significance).

DISCUSSION

The subject property has associations with the early land grant to Captain Thomas Rowley who
named Burwood after Burwood in Cornwall, England and the subsequent adoption of the Arts and
Crafts styles reflects the influence of trends that took off in England.

ASSESSMENT
Guidelines for INCLUSION Guidelines for EXCLUSION
e shows evidence of a significant NO e has incidental or unsubstantiated NO
human occupation connections with historically
important people or events
e s associated with a significant YES e provides evidence of people or NO
event, person or group of persons events that are of dubious
historical importance
e has been so altered that it can no NO




longer provide evidence of a
particular association

OUTCOME

The proposal meets the criteria for listing for its associations with the early land grants in the area as
well as reflecting the influence of the architectural trends for housing styles in England at the same
time.

Criteria (c) An item is important in demonstrating aesthetic characteristics and/or a high degree of
creative or technical achievement in the local area (local significance).

DISCUSSION

The building is associated with the Federation Arts and Crafts style of architecture that was
fashionable at the time. It retains a high degree of original fabric, form and characteristics typical of
its architectural style. The only two most notable non-original elements are the boundary fence and
garage structure. Whilst the property generally has an understated presentation to the street
because of its landscape setting and single storey scale, its front gate is deliberately located in a
highly visible location on the corner of Lucas Road and Princes Street.

ASSESSMENT
Guidelines for INCLUSION Guidelines for EXCLUSION
e shows or is associated with, YES e is not a major work by an
creative or technical innovation or important designer or artist
achievement
e s the inspiration for a creative or NO e has lost its design or technical NO
technical innovation or integrity
achievement
e is aesthetically distinctive YES e its positive visual or sensory appeal | NO
or landmark and scenic qualities
have been more than temporarily
degraded
e has landmark qualities NO e has only a loose association witha | NO
creative or technical achievement
e exemplifies a particular taste, style | YES
or technology

OUTCOME

The building meets the criteria or listing through its aesthetic qualities characterised by its Federation
Arts and Crafts architecture and retention of a high degree of original fabric and form.



Criteria (d) An item has strong or special association with a particular community or cultural group in
the area for social cultural or spiritual reasons (local significance).

DISCUSSION

Little is known about the occupants of the property at this stage but they lived in the house for more
than 50 years and ensured a well maintained property. Further research may identify important
association relevant to meeting this criterion.

ASSESSMENT
Guidelines for INCLUSION Guidelines for EXCLUSION
e isimportant for its association NO e is only important to the NO
with an identification group community for amenity reasons
e isimportant to a community’s YES e isretained only in preferencetoa | YES
sense of place proposed alternative
OUTCOME

Further research is required to ascertain whether the place meets the criteria for listing.

Criteria (e): An item has potential to yield information that will contribute to an understanding of the
area’s cultural or natural history (local significance).

DISCUSSION

It is unlikely that the subject premises would have the potential to yield new or special information
that is unavailable elsewhere.

ASSESSMENT
Guidelines for INCLUSION Guidelines for EXCLUSION
e has the potential to yield new or NO e the knowledge gained wold be YES
further substantial scientific irrelevant to research on science,
and/or archaeological information ,human history or culture
e is an important benchmark or NO e has little archaeological or YES
reference site or type research potential
e provides evidence of past human NO e only contains information that is YES
cultures readily available from other
resources or archaeological sites
OUTCOME

The property does not satisfy this criteria for listing.



Criteria (f) An item possesses uncommon, rare or endangered aspects of the area’s cultural or natural
history (local significance).

DISCUSSION

With the pressure for ongoing development in Burwood, houses with Arts and Crafts features are
increasingly under threat and are becoming scarce. The degree of intactness of the subject house
makes it an important surviving example of its type in Burwood. The period kitchen and associated
areas should be archivally recorded as part of the now defunct processes that reflect domestic life in
the early part of the twentieth century.

ASSESSMENT
Guidelines for INCLUSION Guidelines for EXCLUSION
e provides evidence of a defunct YES e isnotrare NO
custom, way of life or process
e demonstrates a process, custom or | NO e is numerous but under threat NO

other human activity that is in
danger of being lost

e shows unusually accurate evidence | NO
of a significant human activity

e is the only example of its type NO

¢ demonstrated designs or NO
techniques of exceptional interest

e shows rare evidence of a NO

significant human activity
important to the community

OUTCOME

The proposal meets the requirements for listing. The kitchen and bathroom should be archivally
recorded.

Criteria (g) An item is important in demonstrating the principal characteristics of a class of the area’s
-cultural or natural place; or

-cultural or natural environments

(local significance).

DISCUSSION

The house is a highly intact representative example of a single storey Arts and Crafts dwelling in the
area. The use of terracotta tile denotes it was built in the latter phase of the Arts and Crafts period.

ASSESSMENT
Guidelines for INCLUSION Guidelines for EXCLUSION
e is a fine example of its type YES e is a poor example of its type NO
has the principal characteristics of | YES e does not include or has lost the NO
an important class or group of range of characteristics of a type




items

¢ has attributes typical of a NO e does not represent well the NO
particular way of life, philosophy, characteristics that make up a
custom,, significant process, significant variation of a type

design, technique or activity
¢ s a significant variation to a class YES
of items

e s part of a group which collectively | YES
illustrates a representative type

e is outstanding because of its YES
setting, condition or size

¢ is outstanding because of its YES
integrity or the esteem in which it
is held

OUTCOME

The property meets the criteria for listing at a local level.

DRAFT STATEMENT OF SIGNIICANCE

No 66 Lucas Road is of local historic and aesthetic significance as an intact example of a Federation
Arts and Crafts style house in the Burwood Municipality built circa 1915. It is significant historically as
part of the original Thomas Rowley grant in ¢ 1803, which was subdivided into residential allotments
from the late nineteenth centuray onwards. The house is significant aesthetically and has high
integrity due to its intactness and depicts the Federation Arts and Crafts style. The typical external
features are the decorative terracotta roof with decorative ridges, face brickwork, asymmetrical
fagcade design to each of its streets frontages within a ‘picturesque’ garden setting, verandah with
fretted woodwork, timber casement windows with Art Nouveau inspired lead-lights and double hung
sashes to the rear, formal entry porch, decorative front door with a leadlight sidelight and fanlight
window — the secondary front door is decorative but less formal. The intact interior has original
details such as decorative plaster ceilings and cornices, profiled timber skirtings, architraves. The
main front room is separated with decorative timber work and there are highlights over all the doors.
The interior features original details such as decorative plaster ceilings and cornices. The kitchen and
laundry area are in their original state.

The house and its setting depicts the garden suburb concept with the front gate located on the corner
where Lucas Road and Princes Street converge. The house sits on a larger block in terms of other early
buildings in the street but relates in terms of its overall form and character.



CONCLUSION

66 Lucas Road retains a high degree of original fabric confirmed by the physical evidence of the site.
The degree of intactness of the subject house makes it an important surviving example of its type in
the area. The rapid growth in housing and its construction during the turn of the 20" Century,
adopted the Federation architectural style that was prevalent from around 1890 to 1915 and
represents Burwood’s pattern of the cultural history and housing development. The subject property
is a representative example of this phase of historical growth through the process of its land sub-
division and the influence of the Federation Arts and Crafts architectural style.

Burwood'’s early growth and rapid expansion

RECOMMENDATION

Based on the draft Statement of Significance above, 66 Lucas Road has merit to proceed to the next
stage to progress the proposal for consideration for listing as an item of local heritage significance. A
comparative Analysis with similar homes in Burwood should be carried out. The period kitchen and
associated areas should be archivally recorded and policy guidelines should be developed to guide
the future development of the site without adversely impacted on the heritage significance of the
place.
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d"-‘-.___‘_.—_-
Registrar General.
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[CERTIFICATE OF TITLE]

Nefw South Wales

Primacy Appn No, <3576 TENANCY IN COMMON

Reference 1o Last Title

4570 Fol, RecisTer Book

8364 o 177

Vol. 232

Yor

ID  lIssued on Transmission Application
Ne,.JLr0274

v

STEWART LESLIE RANKIN, of Burweod, Sales Representative, is now the propristor of an Estate in Fee Simple in an undivided one
fourth sharse,

subject nevertheless Lo the rescrvations and conditions, if any, contained in the Grant hereinafter referred to, and also subject to such cncumbrances

liens, and interests as are notified hereon, in ~ That piece of land

in the  Minicipelity of Burwood Parish of  Concord and County of Cumberland

showrn in the plan hereon being Lot A in plan ledged with Transfer No.B&60G75 and being part of Portion 246 granted to Thomas

Rowley on Gth August 1803.

In witness whereof | have hereunto signed my uame and affixed my Scal, this Sixteenth day of Fay

Sigoed in the presence of m (A } '
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T
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. 4310Fo. 232 '
| caiiiLlin
FLOREICE ELMILY FETHERSTON, Wife of ¥illiam Daniel Fethorston of Burwood, Chtter, by virtue of Certifice-
ate of Title Volume 3309 Folio 249 now surrendered as to residue after Transfer No.B660075 is now the
proprietor of an Estate in Fee Simpl_a, g —— - e !
subject nevertheless to the reservations and conditions. if any. contained in the Grant hereinafter referred lo, and also subject to such
b liens, and i as are notified hereon, in that piece of land sitvated —— . .
in the Municipality of Burwood, — - Parish of Concord — , and County of Cumberland -——
containing Thirty one perches . or thereabouts,
as shown io the Plan hereon and therein edged red. being Lot A in plen annexed to the said Instrument of Transfer No.
B660075 and being part of 750 acres (Portion 246 of Farish) originally granted to Thomas Rowley by
Crown Grant dated the 9th day of August 1803,  SSCEEs I — —_
AT E = ]
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